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October 14, 2009

The lonorable Mitch McConnell
361 A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator McConnell,

We are contacting you to advocate the importance of the Lung Cancer Mortality
Reduction Act of 2009, recently introduced in both the United States Senate and the
House of Representatives (S.332 and H.R.2112 respectively). and ask for your support.
This legislation declares lung cancer a national health priority and establishes in law a
broad comprehensive program to address the discase.

[Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths both nationally and in every state. In
2009, an estimated 4,650 Kentuckians will be diagnosed with lung cancer and 3,430 will
die from the disease. Two out of three of those diagnosed are former or never smokers.

Additionally, lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer death in every ethnic group and
disproportionately impacts African American men whose mortality rate is over 25%
higher than white men. Our veterans are at a 25% higher risk of being diagnosed with
lung cancer than the general public. And only 15% of those diagnosed with lung cancer
will live for five years or more.

Kentucky has the highest rates of lung cancer in the country. We witness the tremendous
suffering and loss of lives daily in our clinics. Kentucky not only has the highest number
of lung cancers, but the disease also affects patients 10 years younger than the national
average age, which leads to a significant human and economic burden for the
Commonwealth. The funding for lung cancer has been proportionally lower than for
other cancers.
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