
NO MORE EXCUSES. NO MORE LUNG CANCER.

Lung cancer kills more women than any other cancer—nearly 200 women each day.
Most die within a year of diagnosis. Yet lung cancer remains the “hidden” women’s
cancer—little known and rarely discussed. It is the least funded cancer in terms
of research dollars per death of all the major cancers, and one of the only cancer
where patients are routinely blamed as responsible for their condition. (i)

Estimated Cancer Deaths in 2009

Lung cancer overtook breast
cancer as the leading cause of
cancer death among women in
the United States in 1987 and now
claims the lives of more women
each year than breast, ovarian and
cervical cancers combined.

Cancer Mortality Rates in Women (per 100,000)

Without a doubt, lung
cancer is a major health
problem for women in
the USA, not only owing
to its high incidence
rate but, more alarming,
the high mortality rate. (ii)

Overall Five Year Survival Rate

The overall five year
survival rate for women
with lung cancer remains
well below those of other
women’s cancers.
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Profile of New Lung Cancer Cases

The link between lung cancer and
smoking is indisputable, but it should
not hinder a comprehensive plan of
action to reduce mortality. According to
a national survey in 2006, over 60% of
lung cancer patients had already quit
smoking, 20.9% were current smokers
and 17.9% had never smoked.

Women, Lung Cancer and Smoking

Women with lung cancer have been consistently shown to (1) have smoked less on
average (31 vs. 52 pack years), (2) be younger, (3) be 2 to 3 times more likely to have
never smoked, and (4) get adenocarcinoma more often than their male counterparts. (iii)

Over 25,000 women who have never smoked will be diagnosed with
lung cancer this year.

More Research Urgently Needed

• The biology of lung cancer is different
in women

• Mutations in certain genetic
oncogenes are more common
in women

• Non-smoking women have more
growth factor receptors

• DNA repair capacity is lower in
women than men

• Hormone replacement therapy
may increase lung cancer risk
in women

• Women respond to treatment
differently than men
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